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Welcome... 
...to the ninth Hampshire Music Education 
Hub Newsletter. The jam-packed shorter 
Spring term held much for the young people 
of Hampshire and I am delighted to share 
some of these activities with you in our latest 
edition.  
 

There are a number of events happening in 
the Summer term such as two large  
open-to-the-public events to whet your  
musical appetites… 
The final two dates of the Woodwind  
Festival programme are on their way, the 
strings are in action at their Bonanza in 
April, with the Brass Festival also coming to 
a crescendo in June. For schools, Noye’s 
Fludde is being performed at the  
Winchester Music Festival in July. There are 
also two events for the public at the Tower 
Arts Centre, Kings School, Winchester - 
starting with the Hampshire World Music 
Festival Sunday 8 May (see back page for 
more info) and the Hampshire Acoustic  
Guitar Festival, Saturday 9 July. Whatever 
your taste, we’ve got you covered this  
coming term! 

Planning continues for the new academic 
year ahead, with some musical gems to look 
forward to, such as a brand new musical 
and a community opera! 

Jill Larner, Head of Hampshire Music Service 

 

 

 

 

‘Music Makers’ project assisting 
nursery-to-school transition 
A team, made up of staff from Hub partner Key 
Changes Music Therapy and Hampshire Music 
Service, has successfully completed a second 
year of ‘Music Makers’. The project is for children 
and families who may need extra support during 
a transition. This example is working across four 
schools in Hampshire, has supported Rising 5s 
and their families, bridging the gap between 
nursery and school. The group meets for six 
themed weekly sessions, with parents at the new 
school, during the summer term, then the first six 
weeks of school, without parents but with a 
friend. 
To learn more about the project and hear  
feedback from parents and teachers, please see 
the video on our YouTube playlist: search  
Hampshire Music Education Hub. 
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North East Hants schools looking 
to change the world with the help 
of Embedded Composers 
Working with Hampshire Music Service as part of 
Hub partner Sound and Music’s artistic  
development programme, Embedded Composers, 
Michael Betteridge regularly visited three schools 
in the Rushmoor area, introducing pupils to  
verbatim music techniques. The process 
(borrowed from documentary theatre) uses, as its 
base, the precise words spoken by people during 
interviews; capturing the character and flavour of 
natural speech as the main vocal line.  
Encouraging the students to interview each other, 
Michael picked out themes and snippets from 
their speech before bringing them to workshops 
where the pupils learnt to compose with the  
excerpts – stutters, mistakes, restarts and all! He 
then drew all the different segments together in a 
thirty minute ‘cantata’, covering the pupils’  
opinions on a diverse range of topics, from  
growing up to running the country, and even ninja 
cats. All the work culminated in a final  
performance at Princes Hall, Aldershot.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

150 young singers from Tower Hill Primary, 
Newport Junior and St Mark’s CofE Primary 
schools (aged 9-11) performed alongside 
Hampshire County Youth and Training Choirs 
and a specially selected string ensemble from 
the Hampshire County Youth Orchestra.  
Michael praised the school singers on the night 
- “What has been fascinating tonight is how 
wonderfully hard working the primary school 
performers have been...it’s their work and their 
words and I think that’s what’s been so  
powerful about tonight’s performance is them 
feeling so strongly about it…it’s a piece of  
music that’s intrinsically theirs”. 

 

 

 

  

A gigantic sing from thousands of primary pupils 
Over 3,500 children, from 55 Hampshire schools, lent their voices to turn 
up the volume for The Giant Sing. There were four performances, over 
two days, of the musical adaption of Oscar Wilde’s short story ‘The  
Selfish Giant’, composed by Jan Stroud. Choirs of children, aged 7-14 
years from across Hampshire, sang the songs they had been rehearsing 
in school, backed by a live band. The thought-provoking story was  
further brought to life with a drama and dance performance by students 
from Kings’ School in Winchester, and narration by BBC Radio Solent 
presenter, Nick Girdler. Hampshire’s ‘Giant Sing’, held at Hub partner 
The Anvil, Basingstoke, is one of many staged across the world to  
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the musical. It tells the story of a giant 
who returns from a long holiday with his friend and was furious to find 
children playing in his garden. He selfishly decides to build a high wall to 
keep them out. Spring never returns and it is always winter in the  
garden, until one day when the children find a hole in the wall and as 
they play again the trees begin to blossom. Only one tree remains in its 
winter form and the giant sees a tiny boy who isn’t tall enough to reach 
the branches. The giant lifts him up into the tree and spring comes again. 



 

Orchestra Fest in Eastleigh 
by project lead, Gabrielle Horne: The project 
came about for two reasons. I have been  
working with local primary schools, in the  
Eastleigh area of Hampshire, and their own very 
small orchestras and noticed they had quite  
different strengths. It raised the question - what 
if we brought together a cluster of local schools 
as a mass orchestra? I had also come across 
Pam Wedgwood's A School Symphony, which 
looked the right length and standard to work 
with the school ensembles. On the day, 62  
instrumentalists from five primary school  
ensembles arrived at the host school for an  
afternoon of rehearsals before a final  
performance in front of the parents. From the 
first downbeat to the mini performance to  
parents it was music making all the way, with 
dynamics and articulation adding icing to the 
cake. The excitement and pleasure was clear to 
see on the faces of the children, their parents 
and the staff involved. The host headteacher 
said it reminded her why she chose to do this 
job. The ripple effect afterwards was amazing 

 
Ensemble success in the East 
Havant Clarinet and Saxophone Choirs (HCSC 
and HSC2) and Petersfield Area Schools  
String Orchestra (PASSO) impressed at local  
music festivals. It’s been a busy term for Havant 
and Petersfield ensembles with preparations for 
the Portsmouth and Chichester Festivals.  
Petersfield Chamber Strings performed on 

 
 
too. Visiting the schools involved during the 
next week, pupils and staff were coming  
forward to say how much it had been enjoyed 
and talked about. "The children were buzzing!" 
"When's the next one?", "My friend wants to join  
orchestra now", "Where else can I play like 
that?”. Three months of preparation went into 
the project and it’s not over yet as the pupils 
have been invited to take part in an Eastleigh 
Area Schools Orchestra concert late this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 February at Crookhorn College, Waterlooville, 
in front of the highly experienced Christopher 
Hirons, teacher at the Royal College of Music 
Junior Department. He found their performance 
of Kuffner’s Polka “good and lively” with “nice 
smooth playing” of Schubert’s famous Lullaby 
and awarded them the Youth Orchestra Cup. 
HCSC and HCSC2 performed on 13 February, 
conducted by Gemma Billington and Sue Riggs 
respectively. HCSC received a fabulous 93/100 
(honours) and were awarded the  
Portsmouth City Junior Band Trophy. HCSC2 
received 92/100 (honours) and were awarded 
the Churcher’s Solicitors Cup. They also won 
the Denegri Cup for most inspiring ensemble 
performance of the day. 
At Chichester Festival of Music, Drama and 
Speech (5 March 2016) PASSO were awarded 
the top grade, 'Outstanding', for their  
performance by adjudicator Christopher King, 
who referred to the strength of each section. He 
gave them a First in their section and  
presented Kate Taylor, the leader of the  
orchestra, with the H.W.MOORE cup. 
(pictured). PASSO’s popular programme  
included Andrew Richardson’s Fizzy Pop Suite 
and Peter Martin’s Celtic Mist. Since then  
PASSO played in a third festival, the Petersfield  

Musical Festival, on 14 
March, to a packed  
Petersfield Festival hall. 
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 Bitesize Hub Highlights 

The centre has launched, with 
members loaned a standing  
xylophone to support their  
learning. They will be taught how 
to play tuned and untuned  
percussion. The Centre sits under 

the Hampshire County Youth Wind Ensembles pyramid 
and sessions are fortnightly at Henry Beaufort School, 
Winchester. Minimum requirements: Beginners,  
especially pianists and drummers!  

Saturday 9 July 2016 
Coming to King’s 
School, Winchester, 
with and a variety of 
workshops from  
songwriting to looper 
pedals. Performances 
with be from local  
artists and bands,  
followed by headliner 
Gary Ryan. 

Watch, join and support ensembles 
A drive for support of county and area youth music 
ensembles in the county has been in effect since 
January to increase memberships and audiences at 
concerts across the county. There are over 50  
ensembles in action over the summer term in over 
40 performances at concerts and supporting events. 
Listen to current members as to why young  
musicians should join an ensemble - you may be 
surprised by the breadth of repertoire and ensemble 
types out there in Hampshire!  
#HMSensembles www.youtube.com/HantsMusServ  

Thank you for your interest in Hub activities. Look out for the next newsletter in the Autumn term 

Hampshire World Music Festival is Here! 
This musical multi-cultural event, supported by Hub funding, is 
open to the public and welcoming bookings! Thank you to 
Hub partner Kings' School, Winchester, for providing the  
venue and to all the tutors travelling across the UK to lead 
workshops. The Taiko workshop is even being led by our very 
own North East youth taiko ensemble - Oko Nojo Daiko. 
There will also be performances from school ensembles and 
tutors throughout the day. The event is suitable for ages  
7 - 97(!). Younger children are welcome, but need to be  
accompanied by a participating adult. All workshops are for all 
abilities, so bring the family! They include Javanese Gamelan, 
West African drumming, Samba, Cajón, Indian Tabla,  
Japanese Taiko and there are a number of tariffs to chose 
from to work around your Sunday. Please check out the  
website for more details: www.hants.gov.uk/worldmusicfest  

Hampshire and Germany in Celebration of Peace   
In January, the Chairman’s Concert, celebrating peace and  
commemorating the 100th anniversary of World War I, brought  
together young musicians from Hampshire and Giessen in Germany 
(Winchester’s twin town) in Hub partner Winchester Cathedral.  
Featuring talented musicians from the Hampshire County Youth  
Orchestra (HCYO) and school choirs, together with the Giessen  
Liebigschule Choir, the highlight of the evening was the world premiere 
performance of 'The Lost Wand', by Francis Pott. HCYO then toured to 
Germany in the half term for a repeat performance in Giessen. 
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