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School Visits and Learning Activities

2016-2017

Inspiring learning experiences for all students from EYFS to KS5.

LEARNING 
DAY OUT

“Brilliant! I cannot say how highly we 
rated staff! Our guide was a wealth 

of information and made the day run 
very smoothly, it was also lovely tro 
have a constant member of staff for 
all queries. They clearly enjoy what 

they do and do it well!”  
All Saints Church of England Primary 

NEW COMMAND OF THE OCEANSPLUS 4 BRAND NEW GALLERIES FOR 2016

FUNDED BY A NUMBER OF SUPPORTERS INCLUDING:



The Historic Dockyard Chatham is a 
remarkable place. It is a place that lets you 
explore a complete dockyard from the heyday 
of the age of sail and beyond. It’s a unique 
destination that celebrates Great Britain’s 
magnificent maritime past and its command of 
the oceans. It offers unrivalled access to ships 
that helped shape the world, and the stories of 
the people who made them. It’s a place of fun 
and fascination. Of surprising discoveries. Of 
stirring tales of boldness and daring. A place 
like no other. 

Learning Day Out

Painting with Rainbows –  
A Michael Foreman Exhibition 
September – November 2017

This exhibition, compiled and curated by ‘seven 
stories’ the National Centre for Children’s Books 
features the work of this best-selling author and 
illustrator of more than 50 children’s books and 
includes sketchbooks and original artwork.

Supported by learning activities.

Temporary Exhibitions
“Of the Sea” 
6 May – 24 July 2016

An exhibition of work by the international finalists of this year’s open art 
competition exploring the role and impact of the sea on life-from the past to 
present day.

Pole of Cold – A Journey Through Winter 
13 Aug – 27 Nov 2016

Compiled by Polar explorer Felicity Ashton this exhibition reveals a mystical 
world of the Arctic and the people who live there. From Shamanism to ice 
cream – an insight into the coldest place on earth.

Supported by Learning Activities.

Curriculum links: KS1 Human and Physical Geography, KS2 Geography

Doc Yard’s Secret Lab –  
Electricity and Magnetism 
Feb – April 2017

Hands-on weekend and holiday family science activities. Available for 
school groups KS2 / 3 during term time.

Curriculum links: KS2 Magnetism, electricity and circuits.

The Dutch raid on the River Medway 
June – August 2017

An exhibition commemorating one of the blackest days in British 
Naval History when in June 1667 the Dutch fleet under the 
command of Michiel de Ruyter, sailed up the river Medway and 
captured the British flagship while setting fire to three other 
capital ships.

Supported by Learning Activities.

Curriculum links: History (local History study). Beyond 1066.

A World of Discoveries
Set in an impressive 80 acre complex, The Dockyard 
provides a rich, authentic and varied learning 
environment, ideal for a wide range of group sizes, 
from small class to year group*. Packed with 
enormous, historic buildings to ignite  the imagination, 
the site has ships to explore and galleries full of 
fascinating artefacts and stories to discover.  
*on a self-directed visit

COMMAND OF THE OCEANS
DISCOVER THE PLACE WHERE 
BRITAIN TOOK COMMAND OF THE 
OCEANS AND SHAPED THE WORLD 
IN WHICH WE LIVE TODAY.

NEW FOR 2016

Nowhere can you see and touch more of 
Britain’s unsurpassed naval and maritime 
built heritage in one place. Nowhere is  
the experience of life during the heyday 
of the age of sail more alive than in the 
Age of Sail galleries. Discover how ships, 
including HMS Victory, were designed and 
built. Immerse yourself in the vivid Hearts 
of Oak audio visual gallery and explore 
four superb new interactive galleries - 
‘Command of the Oceans’

Featuring: 
• Command of the Oceans
• Hearts of Oak
• People, Tools & Trades
• Supporting the fleet
• Namur - The ship beneath the floor

Permanent 
Galleries
Steam, Steel and 
Submarines 

•  The history of The Dockyard  

from the Victorian Expansion  

to its closure in 1984

•  New Activity for schools –  

Gallery Quest. Please see details 

in activities section.

No. 1 Smithery – 
Treasures Gallery: 
•  Royal Dockyard. The visit of  

King George III

•  National Maritime Museum  

ship models.

Covered Slip 3 

•  The Big Store large items  

and boats from the Dockyard

•  Part of the Royal Engineers 

Museum's collection of bridging, 

mine laying and bomb disposal 

equipment.

Covered Slip 4 

• RNLI Heritage lifeboat Collection.

Keeping Britain Afloat 

•  A small but poignant selection  

of the real life stories of the 

Second World War told by the 

people who were there.



The Historic Dockyard is a 
fascinating and awe-inspiring place 
for young visitors. Our Early Years 
and Key Stage One visitors are 
always amazed by the size of the 
ships and buildings in our collection 
and there is always plenty to see 
and do. Where else can your pupils 
board a real ship, meet a pirate, visit 
a collection of historic lifeboats and 
play in our indoor or outdoor play 
areas all on the same day? 

If you would like an accompanied 
visit, our expert Learning team 
member will guide and assist your 
group throughout your visit.

Activity Sessions 
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Make your own Skipping Rope

Investigate the rope making process in the Ropery, 

the longest brick building in Europe. Work together to 

make a class piece of rope on our specially designed 

model machine, adding handles to make it into a 

class skipping rope and using it to skip to a traditional 

chant. In addition to taking your class skipping 

rope back to school, each child will also receive an 

individual rope sample to take away with them.

What’s in the Bag? Maritime Material handling session
The Historic Dockyard, with its warships, boats and buildings provides a rich environment in which to investigate materials and their uses. In this session, your pupils will investigate sealed bags containing a selection of materials used in shipbuilding, describing 

their properties and learning about their uses. In groups, 
children model a ship hull shape from polymer and float 
it in our bespoke ship-model testing tank to discover how 
metal ships float even under wind and wave conditions.

C&L, PD, PS & E

English (Spoken language), Science 

(Everyday materials), Design & Technology, 

History, Physical Education

EYFS

KS1

C&L, PS & E, UTW 

English (Spoken language), Science (Everyday materials) 

EYFS

KS1

Suggested activity package: 
Investigate and Make

• Make your own Skipping Rope

• What’s in the Bag? Maritime Materials 
handling session

• Jack and the Flum Flum Tree  
by Julia Donaldson

Try & Test

Jack and the Flum
flum

 Tree: First published 2011 by M
acm

illan 

Children’s Books a division of M
acm

illan Publishers Ltd. Text 

copyright ©
 Julia Donaldson 2011. Illustrations copyright ©

 

David Roberts 2011

Jack and the Flum Flum Tree  

by Julia Donaldson

Jack’s Granny is sick with a bad case of 

the moozles! And the only cure is the fruit 

of the fantastic Flum Flum tree which grows on the 

faraway Isle of Blowyernose. It’s a perilous journey, but 

Jack bravely sets sail, with a motley crew of only three -- 

and a large patchwork sack that Granny has filled with an 

odd assortment of items from chewing-gum to tent pegs. 

Children take part in story time, deciding what they would 

take in their patchwork bag if they were going on a journey 

like Jack. In groups, the class create their own patchwork 

of items they would pack.

 C&L, PS & E, EA&

English (Spoken language), Reading 

(Comprehension), Science (Everyday materials), Art
EYFS

KS1



Book Now
Tel: 01634 823800 
Or email: smajor@chdt.org.uk 
Further details:  
thedockyard.co.uk/learning

Pirates Ahoy! Your own 

swashbuckling adventure…

Board our historic sailing ship, HMS Gannet, to 

meet our resident pirate and experience the life of a 

swashbuckler first-hand. Dressing up, singing, playing 

percussion instruments and storytelling will fire your 

pupils’ imagination. Make your own pieces of eight 

to take back to class as souvenirs of your pirate 

adventure.

 C&L, PD, PS & E

English (spoken language), Reading 

(comprehension), History, Music

EYFS

KS1

Ready, Aim, Fire:  Rocket Launching
Taking their inspiration from the Seacat missiles onboard HMS Cavalier, The Historic Dockyard’s own Destroyer, your pupils will work in teams to create rockets and fire them from our specially designed air pressure launcher, aiming to hit a target. Which team will sink the battleship?

Science (Forces, Working scientifically),  Maths (Geometry)

KS1

Suggested activity package: 
Discover and Create

• Pirates Ahoy!

• Make your own Skipping Rope

• Grace Darling

Full Speed Ahead! Ship Building 

Challenge 

Stimulated by the National Maritime Museum model 

collection, pupils work in groups to build a ship’s hull 

and fit it with a motor. Facing the challenge of the 

tow tank wind and wave machine, groups compete 

against each other in trials, evaluating their designs 

and developing technical knowledge of how a ship’s 

design impacts on its performance.

C&L, PD, PS & E

Design & technology, Science (Forces, 

Working scientifically), History (Local 

history), Mathematics (Measurement, 

Geometry, KS1 Design and Technology)

EYFS

KS1

Grace Darling: Victorian HeroineExperiencing the highlights of the largest collection of RNLI Historic lifeboats in the country, pupils will re-enact the inspirational story of Grace Darling in the atmospheric lifeboat station (weather permitting). Using costume, props and sound effects, they will bring this Victorian heroine’s story to life. Children will make their own medal to take back to school. 

 C&L, PS&E, UTW

History – significant individuals, English (spoken language, Reading (Comprehension), Art.

EYFS

KS1
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Suggested activity package:  
Try and Test

• What’s in the Bag? Maritime Materials

• Shipbuilding Challenge?

• Rocket Firing

3 FOR 2ON ALL ACTIVITY  
SESSIONS

Investigate 
& make

Discover
& create

76
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The Historic Dockyard provides the perfect setting 
to support your Key Stage Two pupils’ learning in a 
variety of curriculum areas. Children are sure to be 
inspired by our inspiring, authentic settings, providing 
a real-life context for their classroom learning. 

The dockyard was operational for 400 years, over 
which time it shaped the development of the Medway 
Towns and employed many local people, making it the 
ideal location for local history studies. However, as a 
centre of technical innovation and cutting-edge design 
of its day, the site is also ideal for the study of Science, 
Technology and Engineering.

For a whole day of taught activities, choose one of our 
Special Packages, combining three of our hour-long 
taught sessions, specially designed to support the 
new Key Stage Two curriculum. Alternatively, mix and 
match sessions from different packages to create 
your ideal combination. If you wish to have fewer than 
three taught activities, all sessions are also available 
to book individually.

Activity Sessions

8
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Gallery Quest (Show or Store)

Your students become curators for this popular 

interactive session. They explore a gallery or galleries 

under the guidance of our team and choose which 

objects they would keep in a new proposed gallery 

and which they would consign to the store, never to 

be seen again. They can also suggest what they would 

include that is not currently on display. Individuals or 

small groups advocate their choice to the rest of the 

group for a vote.

Spoken Language, Reading and 

Comprehension, History.

KS2

A Sailor's Life in the Age if SailExperience what life was like for sailors in the Georgian Navy with this session on board our sloop HMS Gannet. Gain an understanding of sailors’ language and custom, daily routines and the punishments 
given out to those who misbehaved.

 History, Geography, Animals including Humans

KS2

Design & Technology, Science (forces, 

working scientifically), History (local history), 

Mathematics (measurement, geometry)
KS2

A Square Meal

Discover the diets of 18th Century sailors and 

how this affected their health and hygiene. Take 

a peek into the doctor’s medicine box and meet 

some of the creepy crawlies that would be kept 

aboard ship. Students even get the chance to 

have a taste of the Hard Tack biscuit, as well as 

a few other foods the sailors would eat.

Grace Darling: Shipwrecks and RescuesPupils will experience the highlights of the largest collection of RNLI Historic lifeboats in the country and learn 
about the inspirational story of Victorian heroine Grace 
Darling in the atmospheric lifeboat station. Inspired by 
Grace’s story, pupils will construct an electrical circuit to 
make their own lighthouse. Experimenting with mirrors and 
lenses, pupils will learn about the reflection and refraction 
of light as they endeavour to make their lighthouse as 
effective as possible. 

Science (Light, Electricity, circuits, Working scientifically), Design & Technology, English (Spoken language) 

KS2

3 FOR 2ON ALL ACTIVITY  
SESSIONS

Suggested activity package:  
Forces and Light

• Grace Darling: Shipwrecks and rescues
• Full Speed Ahead!
• Ready Aim Fire -  
Rocket Launching

Ship Building
Challenge

Full Speed Ahead! Ship Building Challenge Stimulated by the National Maritime Museum model collection, pupils work in groups to build a ship’s hull and 
fit it with a motor. Facing the challenge of the tow tank 
wind and wave machine, groups compete against each 
other in trials, evaluating their designs and developing 
technical knowledge of how a ship’s design impacts on its 
performance.

Design & Technology, Science (forces, working scientifically), History (local history), Mathematics (measurement, geometry)

KS2

Rope making and Knot-tying
Learn about the rope making process in the Victorian 
Ropery, the longest brick building in Europe and make 
your own piece of rope on our specially designed model 
machine.  Use your rope to tie some of the knots used 
on sailing ships. Each child will also receive an individual 
rope sample to take away with them.

Design & Technology, History (Local history)KS2

What’s in the Bag? Object handling and 

identification

Our historic warships, boats and buildings make The 

Historic Dockyard a great place for your pupils to explore 

the world of maritime materials. Your class will use their 

investigative powers to compare and classify materials ‘in 

the bag’, discover and give reasons for their uses on ships 

and link their new found knowledge to models on display 

in No.1 Smithery. The session ends at our bespoke ship-

model testing tank where pupils work in groups to build a 

boat from polymer, discovering how metal ships float even 

under wind and wave conditions.

Science: Properties of materials, Forces, 

Working scientifically), History (Local 

history, historical enquiry.KS2
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Step Aboard HMS Gannet (1878)Built in Sheerness, HMS Gannet is a Victorian gun boat and patrolled the limits 
of the British Empire; The tour includes the 
interactive elements below deck – knot tying, 
a real hammock and the crew portrait.

History
KS2

13

Local History Study
Key Stage 2 & 3

For nearly 400 years, The Dockyard shaped the physical 

and human fortunes of the Medway Towns. A local centre 

of innovation and technology, at the height of its operation, 

Chatham Dockyard was responsible for the education and 

employment of more than 17,000 local people and covered an 

area of over 400 acres. The expansion and later closure of the 

dockyard shaped the local area as it is today. 

A local history study of The Dockyard gives pupils in Kent and Medway a 

vital insight into their region’s industrial past and the key to developing 

their wider understanding of both their local area and Chatham 

Dockyard’s contribution to Britain’s past, present and future. With more 

than four centuries of history to explore at The Dockyard, the site is a 

rich resource for a depth study of a variety of themes over time, such as 

‘Working conditions’ ‘Industry’ or ‘Transport’.

We can support you in delivering a local history study on The Dockyard and we 

can provide the following:

• Support and tailored information to help you structure and plan your study.

•  Bespoke itineraries for a visit to our site, to enable you to tailor your visit to 

the key areas of history on which you wish to focus.

• Specially-designed guided tours, developed to fit your brief.

• Outreach sessions or assemblies at your school. 

Spinning a Yarn: Working in  the Victorian Ropery
Tread the ¼ mile ropewalk with one of our 
Victorian Ropery characters, listening to their 
fascinating story. Find out what life was like in 
a Victorian factory and how the Factory Acts 
changed working conditions. Hand-picked 
apprentices will make a piece of rope on our 
scale model rope making machine.

History, English (Spoken language)

KS2

Take Cover! Air Raid Experience 

Lead your pupils to the safety of our genuine Second 

World War Air Raid Shelter. Experience the sights, smells 

and sounds of an Air Raid in one of the Admiralty’s 

‘most luxurious’ shelters of the time. Read a wartime 

child’s personal account of their experiences of air raids 

and shelter life and sing wartime songs to raise morale. 

When the ‘all clear’ sounds, it’s time to venture back 

into the modern world.

Ready, Aim, Fire: Rocket Launching

Taking their inspiration from the Seacat missiles 

onboard HMS Cavalier, The Historic Dockyard’s own 

Destroyer, your pupils will work in teams to create 

rockets and fire them from our specially designed air 

pressure launcher, aiming to hit a target. Which team 

will sink the battleship?

Science (Forces, Working scientifically), 

Maths (Geometry)
KS2

English (Spoken language, Reading 

comprehension), History, Music, Sound.

KS2

Zig Zag, Zig, Zag: Bringing Literacy to LifeOn board HMS Cavalier, the National Destroyer Memorial, pupils 

analyse and perform the Second World War poem ‘Atlantic 
Convoy’ by Kenneth Wilson, written whilst serving on convoy 
duty in the North Atlantic. Working within the atmospheric 
surroundings of HMS Cavalier, pupils gain first-hand experience 

of life on board a Destroyer and on experiencing a walk-through 

of HMSubmarine Ocelot, pupils also build an understanding of 

life beneath the waves aboard the enemy’s submarines. Sure 
to be a poetry lesson they will never forget, this session really 
brings literacy to life.

Curriculum links: English (Spoken language, 
Reading comprehension, History)

KS2

Step Aboard HMS Cavalier (1944)Explore life above and below deck aboard the Royal Navy’s 
last operational Second World War Destroyer. Learning 
about its voyages and the conditions on board for the 
sailors, pupils will gain an understanding of the challenges 
facing those who manned this magnificent protector of the 
Atlantic Convoys.

HistoryKS2

Suggested activity  
package: Beyond 1066:  

Victorian life
• Spinning a Yarn 

• A Sailor’s Life in the Age of Sail

• Grace Darling: Lighthouses  
in Action

Suggested activity  
package: Beyond 1066: 

 Second World War
• Step aboard HMS Cavalier Tour

• Zig Zag, Zig Zag

• Take Cover! Air Raid  
experience

Book Now
01634 823800  

E: smajor@chdt.org.uk 

thedockyard.co.uk/learning

Step Aboard HMS Ocelot (1962)

Explore life below deck aboard the last 

submarine built at Chatham for the Royal 

Navy in 1962. Learn about life aboard and 

experience the conditions the ratings lived in.

History
KS2

2KEY STAG
E
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Book Now
01634 823800  

E: smajor@chdt.org.uk 
thedockyard.co.uk/learning

Make or Break: Rope Making Design  

& Technology Challenge

This guided exploration of the Victorian rope-laying floor, Hemp 

House and Test House highlights the science and technology of the 

rope making process that has developed over the last 400 years.  

Student ‘apprentices’ participate in the rope making process using 

our specially designed model followed by a visit to the longest brick 

building in Europe where rope is still made in the traditional way.  

After investigating some of the product designs currently sold by 

our rope making company Master Rope Makers and working to 

their given design brief, teams of pupils are tasked with creating an 

inventive and practical design for a new product incorporating rope.  

Which team will produce the most imaginative and commercial 

design?  Each pupil will be given an individual rope  

sample to take away with them.

Design and Technology, Physics (Motion 

and forces) 
KS3/4

Full Speed Ahead: Ship Building Challenge
Stimulated by the National Maritime Museum model 
collection, teams of students compete to construct and test 

prototype hull shapes and propulsion systems against their 

peers.  Facing the challenge of the tow tank wind and wave 

machine, students realise what a difference the knowledge 

of naval architecture makes to the performance  
of a ship.

Working scientifically, Physics (Motion and forces), Design and Technology

KS3/4
Education and Youth groups (Classes of up to 35 students plus 
staff) can take part in a unique overnight stay experience on 
board the Royal Navy’s last operational Second World War 
Destroyer HMS Cavalier with guided instruction by the Sea Cadets 
and then enjoy breakfast in one of our on-site restaurants. The 
sleepover experience can be enhanced with ‘Fish and Ships’ on 
board and with a full day of activities on the day before or  
after a night afloat.

Pastoral visits
For those groups looking for a less curriculum-focused 

day out, The Historic Dockyard offers the perfect place 

for a group of any size as we can easily accommodate 

even whole secondary year groups. The site has a wide 

variety of galleries and attractions, with experiences to 

appeal to all members of a cohort. We can offer a range of 

teambuilding challenge activities, designed to encourage 

communication and social interaction amongst  

your students. 

CRASH OUT ON 
CAVALIER

Rocket Squad: Physics  

under Pressure

Students compete to develop their own 

accurate missiles using Newton’s Laws 

and principles of aerodynamics to destroy 

a target.  This lively activity is inspired by 

the Seacat missiles on board HMS Cavalier.  

Nothing beats the satisfying sound of  

a direct hit!

Working Scientifically, Physics  

(Motion and forces)
KS3/4

Gallery Quest (Show or Store)

Your students become curators for this popular 

interactive session. They explore a gallery or galleries 

under the guidance of our team and choose which 

objects they would keep in a new proposed gallery 

and which they would consign to the store, never to 

be seen again. They can also suggest what they would 

include that is not currently on display. Individuals or 

small groups advocate their choice to the rest of the 

group for a vote.

Spoken Language, Reading and 

Comprehension, History.

KS3/4

3 FOR 2ON ALL ACTIVITY  
SESSIONS

Gun Deck Challenge: Chemical Cannon Firing
Straight off the gun deck of an 18th century 
warship, the students use their knowledge 
of chemistry and laboratory practice to create the perfect propellant, then launch a 

ball bearing from their chemical cannon to 
outgun the other gun crews.

Working scientifically, Chemistry  (Chemical reactions)

KS3/4



Booking & EnquiriesTeacher information

Tel: 01634 823800 
or email: smajor@chdt.org.uk

Further details:  
thedockyard.co.uk/learning

1514

Getting here

The Historic Dockyard is a short distance from  

the M25 and M20.  Follow brown anchor signs.  

For satellite navigation use ME4 4TY.

The Dockyard is a 25 minute walk from Chatham 

railway station and is served by a number of local 

bus routes.

Sample itinerary for a 
group of 30 students:
•  10:00 - Arrival and briefing
•   10:15 - Walkthrough tour of submarine  

  HMS Ocelot
•  10:45 - Comfort break
•  11:00 - Air powered Rocket Activity
•  12:00 - Tour of destroyer HMS Cavalier
•  13:00 - Lunch
•   13:30 - Rope making Activity and   

  Ropery Tour
•  14:30 - Depart

We can provide as much or as little 
facilitation as you require for your visit: 
Select from our Special Packages, taught 
sessions or choose to have a Learning 
Guide to accompany your group for the day.  
Alternatively, self-guide your group– the 
decision is yours. 

Whichever combination of activities you 
decide on, you can be assured that they  
will be high quality learning experiences. 

Benefits to  
Learning Groups

• Bag and lunch storage.
•  Free use of new, dedicated 

indoor lunch space.
•  Friendly staff available to talk  

to by phone

•  Only pay for the students you bring  
on the day

•  Free adult places (1:10 for Year 4 and above, 1:6 for Year 3 and below)*
• Free teacher pre-visit
•  Hazard awareness information 

provided to assist with your Risk 
Assessment

•  No hidden costs: Free parking for 
coaches and mini buses, Indoor and outdoor play areas 

*Flexible staffing ratios for Special Needs groups and groups with students requiring individual Carers

Free teacher pre-visits
We are pleased to offer free visits to teachers interested in making a booking for a school visit.  Please contact us for your free tickets.

Tell us about your requirements and 
let us design your perfect itinerary, 
combining a programme of experiences 
and activities to meet your learning 
objectives and students’ needs.

CPD and INSET  for teachersWe are delighted to be able to host teacher INSET days and training events at The Dockyard.  We can provide a range of services including training on using a heritage site to enhance your students learning and team building activities for your staff.

Further information:thedockyard.co.uk/learning
Bookings and Enquiries:Tel: 01634 823800Or email Shirley:  smajor@chdt.org.uk

Our Bespoke  
Learning 
Service

NEW  
FOR 

2016


